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l. New Seed Potato Regul a tion 

. The fo 11 owing ha s been recorr.mended and w i1 J prob ab 1 y be in 
eff ec t for seed potato es sh ipped into Flori da beg inning Jn th e 
faJJ of 1969 . This has become necessary because of l ow qua ! ity 
seed being so ld In Fl or ida for _many years . This regulation wi ll 
be administ e red by th e florida Sta te Department of Agricultur e . 

Chapter 7B-33 

SEED POTATO PESTS 

78-33.01 Purpose.--This regulat ion fs deemed necessary in ord er 
to prevent th e introducti on and spread of destructiv e pes ts of 
seed potatoes, to Insure potato growers of a source of high qual
ity planting s to ck , and to promote th e genera l welfare of th e 
pub 1 fc. 

78-33.02 Sale of seed potato es res trt c t ed. --lt shal l be unl awful 
for any person, firm, association or co rpor at ion to offer or 
expose for sa l e, or ship fnto thls stat e , any potato es or parts 
thereof Intended fo r propagation, except as prescr ibed he rein, 
unl ess spec i f ically author iz ed by the Commlss loner of Agricu ltur e . 

7B-33.03 Requir ement s for sa1 e .--

(1) A11 potatoes to be so1d for propagat ion in Florida 
must meet U. S. No. 1, or U. S. No. 1, S Jze B, requ ir ements except 
that the tol e ranc e for sh at ter brulslng may be t hat designated 
for U. S. No. 2 . 

(2) All potatoes to be sold for seed Jn Fl orid a mus t have 
been gr own under a seed potato certffic~tion program of t he sta t e 
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or country of origin, and each bag must be accompanied by a certi
fic ate Issu ed by the agency administering th e seed potato certi
fication program. 

(3) The Department sha11 have the authority to open any 
shipment of seed potatoes for insp ect ion, and to draw a re asonab le 
sample from any bag of seed potatoes for l aboratory examination 
or for planting for field observatJon. 

(4) Seed potatoes offered for sale ln Florid a must not exceed 
the tolerances indicated for the following plant pests: 

Golden nematode 0% 
Potato rot nematode 0% 
Potato wart 0% 
Stem and bulb 

nematpde 0% 
Ring rot 0% 
Spindle tuber 1% 
Black l eg 1% 
Fusarium wi lt 1% 
Net necrosis 1% 
Late blight 1% 
Any other dangerous 

pest of potatoes 
not 1 i sted :-: 0% 

Scab and Rhizoctonia same as 
U. S. No. 1 tolerance 

7B-33 . 04 Exemptions.--Nothing in this reg ul at ion sha ll prohibit 
the sa l e for propagation by a grower to anoth e r grower, potatoes 
or pa rts th e reof grown Jn Florida or import ed under th e provision s 
of this regul atfon , provided that th e buyer has personal knowledg e 
of th e condition of the potatoes at the tim e of sale with r ega rd 
to grade or plant pes ts for which th e re is a tolerance. 

78-33.05 Disposition of se ed potato es not meet ing above r eq uire
ments. --S eed potatoes not meeting the requir ements for propagation 
as specif ied In this regulation must be disp os ed of i n a manner 
approved by the Commissioner of Agr iculture. He may order t hem 
destroyed, treated, regraded to comply with this r egulation, so ld 
for food, or removed from th e State. 

78-3 3. 06 Seed Potato Advisory Committe e .--
{}) The Commissioner of ·Agrlculture shal l appoint a Seed 

Pot a to Advi so ry Committee composed of f ive members--thr ee fro m 
th e Fl or i da Potato Counc i 1 ( two of \-Jh i ch must be gr01,.,,ers) , one 
fro m the Institute of Food and Agr icu ltural Sciences, Unive rs ity 
of Florida, and one from th e Division of Plant Industry. 

(2) The Commi ttee shall meet on ca ll of th e ch a ir man, to 
be e l ected by the Comnitte e . It shall be th e rcsp ons ibil it y of 
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the Committee to make recommendations to the vegetable industry 
representative of the Plant Industry Technical Committee, Florida 
Department of Agriculture, concerning legislation affecting the 
Florida potato industry, and to the director of the Division of 
Plant Industry concerning the administration of the seed potato 
regulations. 

EXPLANATION:. The potato growers requested a regulation to help 
protect them from low qual Jty seed potatoes being shipped into 
Florida because no specific plant pest standards existed for this 
crop. The standards established by this regulation are those pre
scribed by most good seed potato certlficatfon programs and should 
assure high quality seed for our growers. 

2. Tabl e Stock Potatoes Used for Seed 

In the fall and winter of the 1968-69 growing season th ere 
has been two instances where growers have used table stock potatoes 
for seed to plant several hundred acres wtth dlsasterous results. 
One was planted in the fall on organic soils and another in mid
wlnter on sandy soil; potatoes were from different areas of t~e 
country and of different varieties. These potatoes had been treat ed 
wtth a sprout inhibitor, probably chloro-lPC, before storage. 
This ls a normal practice in the fall harvest areas of the north. 
These potatoes failed to germinate properly and those that did 
were ~..,reak and plants did not grew off normal. Many plants actuaily 
had leaf marginal burn and terminal bud injury. This Js a remin de r 
to potato growers to never use potatoes for seed that have been 
tr eate d with a sprout inhibitor, been stored in a place wher e 
sprout inhibitor was used on previously stored potatoes or in 
bags previously used for treated potatoes. 

3. Cucurbit Seed Trea tment for Rodent Control 

For many years we have used here Jn Florida a seed treatmen~ 
on watermelons and other cucurbfts that contained Endrin. With 
the remova l of Endrin fro m use on most vegetables bec ouse of the 
detection of r esidues by Food and Drug Administration analysis, 
we were reluctant to continue to reco mmend this seed treatment 
containing Endrin. The following information makes it appear to 
be allowable. In addition, an effective substitute has bee n found, 

Mr. Harold G. Alford, Assistant Director for Registration 
of USDA, ARS Pesticides Regulation Division, Washington, D. C. 
has this to say In a Jetter to Jim Brogdon, Extension Entomolog ist. 
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''It was my understanding that you wish to reco mmend th e use 
of o.8 ounces of 50 percent wettable powder in tr ea tlng 5 pounds 
of watermelon seed. 

"From what we can learn about the seeding rat es , we would 
conclude that this use would result In Jess than O.l ounces of 
actual endrin per acre. We do not be liev e that wat e rmelons gr own 
from such treated seed could reason ably be expect ed to contain 
r es idues r es ulting from misuse . I have di scussed thi s with Mr. 
Frank McFarland and he concurs with this pos ition." 

In work done by C. A. Thomas a t Clemson Univer s ity with 
Substitution of Aldrin for Endrln In th e Watermelon Seed Trea t
ment Kit, th e foll owing res ults were report ed . 

11 In a 11 cases t he A 1 dr in seemed to work as we 11 as the Endrl n. 
No farmer s r epo rt ed damage where th ey us ed t he Al dr in Kit. In 
one field in Hampton County wher e no seed tr ea tment was used, 
mice caus ed severe damage . In All enda le County , County Agent 
Funchess reported t hat he does not know of any wate rmeJon growers 
who do not use th e k it. In a cant a loupe fi e ld In thi s cou nty, 
no t rea t ment was used and mice caused severe damage. 

"We a l so compared fi e lds wher e th e o}d Endrtn Ki t had been 
used and no differ ence was noticed between this and th e Aldrin 
Kit. No s trychnin e tr ea t ments :wer e used. All dea lers cont ac t ed 
sa ld it was t oo much t~oubl e to hand le thi s and consequentJy a ll 
used the Aldrin Kft. 

11From these obse rvati ons I think that I could safe ly sa y 
th e Aldri n Kit f or Watermelon Seed Trea t ment does a good job and 
should be recommended for t he next seas on." 

4. New He rbici de Labe ls fo r Veqetab les 

1. Prometryne (Capar o l) 

A. Celery se edbeds at 2 to 5 tr ue leaf stage and weeds 
less than 2 inch es hi gh (0.8 lbs ./ acre) . 

B. Celery f ield - {3.2 Jbs ./acr e) Poste merge to tr ans 
p lants wit h in 2 to 6 week s afte r tr ansp lanting . 
Maximum is 2 tr eatments per c r op. 

C. Sweet corn - Preemergence (3 . 0 lbs. /ac re) . Do not 
foll ow with suscep tibl e c rop f or a year . 
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2. 2,4-dlchlor ophenyl p-nftr opheny l ether (TOK) 

BroccoJ J-

Cabbage
Carrots-
Cau 1 f flow er
Ce I ery-

Parsl ey-

, Pre emerg e., pos t emerg e (1 week after emer~ 
gence) or posttransplant (I wee k aft er emer
gence). 
Same as broccoli. 
Same as broccoli. 
Same as br occol I. 
Preemerg e or pos te merge (2 weeks after emer
gence ). 
Same as ce lery. 

3. Bensulfde (PREFAR) 

A. Lettuc e- Prep lant Incorporat e (5 to 6 Jbs./acr e} 
once a yea r. Do not pl ant to any crop for 
18 months after tr eatme nt exc ept tho se sp ec i
fi ed on th e lab e l. 

B. Cukes- Prep lant fncorporate (5 to 6 Jbs ./a cre) 
once per year. Do not plant to any crop 
for 18 months aft er tr eatment except thos e 
sp ecffi ed on th e labe l. 

Squash- Same as cukes. 
Waterme lons- Same as cukes . 
Cantaloupes- Sam~ as cukes. 

4. Triflural in 

Snap beans
Broccol i-

Cabbage 
Canta]oupe-

Carrot s 
Coll a rds
Caul f f lower-

Celery
Cukes-

Lima Beans
Mustard Gree ns
Kale-
Okra-
Pepper-
Potato -

South ern Peas -

Preplant inc orporat e . 
Preplant in corporat e or pr e tran sp lant 
incorporat e . 
Same as bro cco li. 
Poste merge fncorpor ate ; spray when cr op 
is in th e 3 to 4 leaf s ta ge . 
PrepJant i nco rpor a t e . 

Preplant incorpor at e or pr e transplant 
incor porate . 
Same as ca ulifl ower. 
Pos t emer ge incorp or ate ; spray \·1hen cro p 
Is In 3 to 4 l eaf s t age . 
Prep l ant i ncorporate . 

Prepl ant inc orpor ate . 
Pretr ansplant Incorporate . 
Preemerge incorporate up to and just 
after dr agoff . 
Pr ep l ant inco rporate . 
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Turni p Greens
Watermelons -
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Pretr ansp 1ant incorpo rat e o r postemerge 
inc orpo ra te In dir ec t seeded c rop at 
tim e of blocking. Direct spray to soil 
betw een rows . 

Postemerge Incor porat e when fn 3 to 4 
l e~f stage. 

The use of t r ade names In thi s public ation i s sol e ly for the 
pur pose of pr ov iding spec ifi c Inf ormati on . It i s not a gua r ant ee 
or warr ant y of th e products named and does not s ignify that th ey ar e 
appro ved to the exc lu s ion of ot her s of suitab le composit iono 
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